[Diffuse interstitial lung disease related to peribronchiolar metaplasia].
Peribronchiolar metaplasia is a histologic lesion characterized by fibrosis and bronchiolar epithelial proliferation, affecting peribronchiolar alveolar septa and terminal bronchioles. It has been considered a nonspecific tissue reaction secondary to the action of external factors, such as tobacco smoke and microbes, and is a common histologic finding in several diffuse interstitial lung diseases. Several such cases with clinical, radiologic, and lung function manifestations characteristic of idiopathic interstitial pneumonia have been described recently, all having peribronchiolar metaplasia as the only histologic abnormality. We report 2 cases of interstitial lung disease in which peribronchiolar metaplasia was the only finding of pathology.